
Will the broadcast flag interfere with consumers ability to make copies of
DTV content for their personal use, either on personal video recorders or
removable media?
The broadcast flag will, by definition, interfere with the ability to make
copies of DTV content for personal use; if I can't record content to my DVD
recorder, then carry the DVD to work and copy the data to my computer for
personal use there, because of the flag, my rights are being interfered
with.

Would the digital flag interfere with consumers ability to send DTV content
across networks, such as home digital networks connecting digital set top
boxes, digital recorders, digital servers and digital display devices?
Yes - if this flag is built into machines, it will be harder for an
electronics enthusiast to set up home network systems allowing them to
spread content easily throughout the house.

Would the broadcast flag requirement limit consumers ability to use their
existing electronic equipment (equipment not built to look for the flag) or
make it difficult to use older components with new equipment that is
compliant with the broadcast flag standard?
Yes, if new equipment is built to ensure that connected devices deal with
the broadcast flag standard. I do not want to have to upgrade my computers
just to allow my ability to view or re-view content to be taken away.

Would a broadcast flag requirement limit the development of future
equipment providing consumers with new options?
Of course it would; manufacturers would have to pass their new equipment
plans and designs by the entertainment cartel, to ensure compatibility,
allowing the cartel to limit development of options which would increase
the consumer experience, but might not put extra money in the entertainment
industry's pocket.

What will be the cost impact, if any, that a broadcast flag requirement
would have on consumer electronics equipment?
The price would increase as manufacturers would have to include extra
components.

Other Comments:
Rather than building fences and obstacles to using content, the industry
should focus on providing a better user experience, and developing services
which encourage consumers to use their product in innovative ways. And the
FCC should not mandate that devices be built in a way that stops citizens
from using content and equipment as freely as possible.


